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BENEFITS OF BUILDING A SUNROOM

We’ve put together this guide for homeowners to help them understand 

the decisions involved in building a sunroom. 

This guide includes:

- Benefits of Building a Sunroom

- Things to Consider When Building a Sunroom

- Factors that Determine the Cost of a Sunroom

- Roofing Materials

- Window Materials

- Amenities

- How to Choose  a Sunroom Contractor
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Boost Property Value - Upgrading to a professionally designed sunroom can go a long 

way toward permanently increasing the long-term price of your home. A fully enclosed, 

climate controlled, finished sunroom will increase the value of your home by the square 

footage that is added.

Never Let the Weather Ruin Your Plans - While a screen enclosure is great for keeping 

the bugs out of your dinner, what to do about the weather? Soaring temperatures, 

occasional cold spells and frequent passing storms can instantly put a damper on what 

could otherwise be an ideal day to use your patio. Typically built with glass or vinyl 

windows, sunrooms take weather out of the equation, so you don’t have to change your 

plans no matter what the forecast becomes. You’ll be able to enjoy the best of what 

Florida has to offer without compromise.

Save the Environment and Your Money - Better climate control also translates to 

significant financial savings. Sunrooms can dramatically lower cooling costs by 

preventing cold air from escaping, and on those days when the weather outside is 

perfect, it’s easy to throw the windows open for natural ventilation. By reducing your 

overall energy footprint, you’ll protect both your wallet and the environment.

Extend Your Living Space - Life is unpredictable, and you never know when you might 

find yourself in need of a little extra space. Depending on your changing circumstances, 

your sunroom can be turned into an office, an outdoor playroom, a guest bedroom, a 

storage unit or a temporary base for a new business. The possibilities are endless.

BENEFITS OF BUILDING A SUNROOM
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THINGS TO CONSIDER 
WHEN BUILDING A SUNROOM

There is a reason sunrooms are often referred to as Florida rooms. These open, airy 

spaces offer an ideal way to enjoy the sunny warmth this state is famous for without 

even leaving your house. If you’ve been considering the idea of adding a sunroom onto 

your home, here are a few things you’ll want to consider as you plan your new space.

How your family will use your new sunroom? Will it be:

 A playroom for the kids

 A breakfast nook perfect for enjoying the sunrise while you drink your coffee? 

 A place to roll out a yoga mat or read a book? 

 Will you use it for entertaining? 

Answering these questions will help define the space.  Planning the functionality of your 

sunroom is important. Think about traffic flow for the room and how you want to use 

your new sunroom.
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THINGS TO CONSIDER 
WHEN BUILDING A SUNROOM

How large will your new sunroom be? How much backyard space are you willing to give 

up? How much indoor space will you need in order to be able to use your sunroom the 

way you want? Building a sunroom is generally less expensive than a traditional 

addition, so you’ll be able to get more space for your money. 

Where will the sunroom be located? A sunroom is meant to be a transitional space that 

lets the light and warmth of the outdoors inside. That means you’ll want to pick a sunny 

spot with a pleasant view that you’ll be happy to see. Why stare at the wall of your 

garage or your neighbor’s fence when you could be watching birds in your landscaping 

or the fun happening in your pool? Don’t forget to consider your privacy as well. 

How will you access your sunroom? When 

you’re debating about where to put your 

new sunroom, consider its placement with 

regards to the others rooms in your home. 

If it’s meant to be a private space, you 

might want to access it from a bedroom. If 

you plan to use it for entertaining, it would 

be better to access the sunroom from the 

living room or some other public room. 

What if you plan to dine out there 

regularly? In that case, you’ll probably want 

the door to the sunroom to be in close 

proximity to the kitchen.
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THINGS TO CONSIDER 
WHEN BUILDING A SUNROOM

What materials will be used to build the sunroom? Wood offers a striking look but 

requires regular maintenance. Vinyl and aluminum are easy to care for. Doors and 

windows can be made from a variety of glass and acrylics. Screens can be built to 

withstand pets or offer extra privacy. Any material you choose should be able to 

withstand harsh Florida weather.

Price and value are not the same. Cheaper materials may keep the price tag for a 

sunroom addition low, but quality materials will often offer benefits that make them a 

better value in the long term. For example, when building a sunroom that is not under 

the existing roofline of the house, we use Structall Snap-N-Lock Insulated Panels. While 

they might make the initial cost of a sunroom a bit higher, they’re well worth it.

Benefits of Structall Snap-N-Lock insulated panels:

• Get the look you want. They’re available in several low-maintenance finishes and 

are suitable for a variety of floor plans and roof styles.

• Help you stay comfortable without sending your energy bill soaring. These clever 

panels are designed to be energy efficient.

• Withstand Florida’s gusty winds and strong sun. The panels handle high winds 

without flinching, and ultraviolet destruction is minimal because the sealant is 

inside the panel.

• Allow for special features. Skylights, fans and other features can be installed without 

issue.
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THINGS TO CONSIDER 
WHEN BUILDING A SUNROOM

What is your budget? When determining the cost of a sunroom, homeowners consider 

the size, types of windows, flooring and decorations. Dulando has built sunrooms 

within all types of budget. It’s important to talk to a design consultant to find out how 

many features are within your budget. Take your time to find the features that match 

your lifestyle and expectations of this project.

Meet with your contractor to get an accurate estimate. To provide an accurate 

estimate, a reputable contractor will need to meet with you, discuss your options, 

review materials and measure the space. If a sunroom contractor doesn’t require an in-

home consultation before providing an estimate, then you’ll probably find yourself 

receiving a low-quality sunroom, a higher-than-expected bill or both.
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FACTORS TO DETERMINE THE                                                                
COST OF A FLORIDA ROOM

That answer varies widely depending on the particulars of the project. We’ve outlined a 

few factors that influence the price tag of a sun room addition.

The Starting Point - At its most basic, a Florida room requires a floor, walls, windows 

and a roof. When building a Florida room from the ground up, you’ll need to build all of 

these features. If so, you’ll have to factor in the cost of the materials and labor required 

to do so. However, starting with a blank slate does allow you a fair amount of freedom 

in matters like size, placement and design.

If you have an existing patio, you have a head start on your new Florida room. 

Converting a patio to a Florida sunroom makes the most sense as the foundation and 

the outlining structure is already in place. If you already have a patio structure, it’s a 

major cost savings when building a Florida room. By using the existing patio you will not 

have to build an add-on which will help you save money.

While the transformation will require some additional foundation work, your savings 

can be substantial. When converting an existing patio to a Florida room, you already 

have the foundation, floor and roof. All you need to add is framing for the walls and 

windows and maybe some additional electrical outlets.

The Size of a Florida Room - Bigger isn’t always better, but it is generally more 

expensive. Since a larger Florida room tends to require more materials and additional 

hours of labor to complete, the price tag will reflect the larger space. When deciding 

how large your new addition should be, think about how you intend to use the space, 

your budget, and the scale of your home and yard.
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FACTORS TO DETERMINE THE                                                                
COST OF A FLORIDA ROOM

Sunroom Roof Options - If you choose to build a sunroom by enclosing a porch or patio 

that is already tucked beneath your existing roof line, then you don’t have to give a lot 

of thought to the new roof of your sunroom or Florida room because the work is 

already done for you. However, if you are building a new sunroom and you do not 

already have a patio under your roofline, then you need to consider a roof type for your 

sunroom. This article will outline different sunroom roof options as well as the materials 

you can use for different sunroom designs.

The type of roof that best suits your sunroom depends on your house’s architecture, 

your own personal tastes and your budget. There are two main styles of roofs for your 

new sunroom:
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FACTORS TO DETERMINE THE                                                                
COST OF A FLORIDA ROOM

Gable roofs A perennial favorite that blends well with most architectural styles, a gable 

roof features two roof panels that are set at an angle to form a peak over a center 

support. Generally placed perpendicularly to a home’s exterior, it creates a classic look 

and offers the opportunity to enjoy a soaring cathedral ceiling inside your new Florida 

room.

Studio roofs This incredibly simple roof type goes by many names, including single-

slope roof and shed roof. An economical style that offers clean, neat lines and plenty of 

strength and stability, a studio roof features a single plane that slopes down from the 

existing house. This style works beautifully with both single- and two-story homes.

Sunroom Roof Materials - Next on the list is to decide what materials will be used on 

your new sunroom roof. This will have a huge impact on both its appearance and its 

functionality. What will best suit your needs? Shingles and aluminum roofing are the 

top options.

Sunroom Windows - Since windows make up the bulk of the walls, they are a major 

consideration in the construction of a Florida room. Many people assume that glass 

windows are their only option. Sunroom windows come in three different types. Glass 

windows seem to be the standard for a sunroom windows, but acrylic and PGT EZE-

Breeze vinyl panels are attractive alternatives to traditional glass.
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FACTORS TO DETERMINE THE                                                                
COST OF A FLORIDA ROOM

Acrylic Panels Are Inexpensive and Light - Compared to traditional glass windows, 

acrylic windows can be an attractive budget material for sunroom windows. Acrylic is a 

type of rigid clear plastic, and each acrylic window panel is typically much lighter than a 

comparable glass panel. Acrylic windows are less expensive to manufacture than glass 

windows, and their light weight makes them inexpensive to ship, store and install. 

Acrylic is also resistant to sharp blows, and if an acrylic panel does crack, it’s less 

dangerous than a shattered glass window.

However, acrylic does offer some drawbacks when compared to glass. Acrylic is 

sensitive to both temperature and humidity differences; over time, all but the thickest 

of acrylic panels will begin to bow out of place. It’s also much easier to scratch an acrylic 

panel, and they require special cleaning materials to avoid putting unsightly cleaning 

whorls into the panel. Finally, acrylic panels are sensitive to UV radiation and will 

eventually yellow.
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FACTORS TO DETERMINE THE                                                                
COST OF A FLORIDA ROOM

Glass is Traditional and Durable Glass windows are more expensive than acrylic, but 

they are also a more durable long-term material when purchasing windows for a 

sunroom. Most glass windows are naturally resistant to UV radiation and will prevent 

some UV rays from entering your sunroom. Glass is tough enough to resist all but the 

most stubborn scratches. Glass is also an excellent insulator, especially if you upgrade to 

double-paned or triple-paned sunroom windows. You can still have screen with your 

glass windows to let the fresh breeze in the sunroom during the cooler months.

However, glass is a heavy material, and the weight of this material will force some 

limitations to your sunroom designs. The window panels themselves are more 

expensive to purchase, and working with glass is more expensive along all stages of the 

installation process. Glass is also prone to shattering, and shattered glass can give 

painful lacerations.

Vinyl Window Panels Are an Attractive Alternative Not to be confused with vinyl 

window frames, vinyl window panels offer a compelling alternative to both acrylic and 

glass panels. These panels are constructed from a flexible, thick and durable clear vinyl 

material. The lightweight panels are an excellent choice for sunroom sliding windows; 

the EZE-Breeze vertical four-track window, for example, can easily give you up to 75 

percent ventilation in your sunroom. With proper screening behind the panels, you can 

enjoy the benefits of outside weather without sharing your space with bugs. The panel 

material deforms when pressure is applied and returns to its original shape within 

minutes, preventing damage to your panels. Even if a panel is damaged, you won’t have 

to deal with dangerous glass shards.
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FACTORS TO DETERMINE THE                                                                
COST OF A FLORIDA ROOM

Don’t Forget the Extra Amenities - Some Florida rooms are extremely simple. Others 

come equipped with marvelous design features like cathedral ceilings, ornate trims, 

heated floors and gorgeous fountains. Many fall somewhere in the middle with 

amenities like ceiling fans, lights and electrical outlets. Does a Florida room cost more 

when more bells and whistles are incorporated into its design? It does, but working with 

an experienced designer can help you to get the most bang for your buck.
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TOP 4 CONSIDERATIONS WHEN                                                                    
CHOOSING A SUNROOM CONTRACTOR

Under the expert guidance of a reputable sunroom contractor, adding a sunroom to 

your home can be a pleasant, satisfying project. If you choose the right contractor, the 

result is a fantastic new space that meets all of your design requirements, expands your 

living area and increases your home’s value. However, if you choose the wrong 

contractor, it can be a nightmare of an experience that produces countless headaches 

and a subpar product. Obviously, choosing the right sunroom contractor is vital, so how 

do you do it?

Go Local - Many people assume that they’ll get a better deal with a national sunroom 

company or a larger contractor, but that isn’t necessarily true. In many cases, choosing a 

small to medium local contractor offers significant benefits. Local contractors are 

familiar with the building codes, permitting processes and inspection procedures in 

your area. They know what needs to be done to ensure that your sunroom addition 

runs smoothly. Local contractors also tend to be more invested in the community, so 

they take pride in their work. Quality and customer service aren’t just words to most 

local companies; they are cornerstones in the foundation of their success.
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TOP 4 CONSIDERATIONS WHEN                                                                    
CHOOSING A SUNROOM CONTRACTOR

Consider Reputation - When building a sunroom, you want a contractor who will 

provide expert advice about sunroom designs, quality craftsmanship and a good value 

for your money. You also want someone who will stand behind their product. Those 

contractors exist, you just have to do a little research. In today’s world, reviews are just 

a click away. Check out their design gallery and call on their references.

Asking around for recommendations can also be helpful. Take time to visit showrooms, 

ask questions and review references. Ideally, you want to select an established 

contractor with a reputation for top-notch work and excellent service.

Check Credentials - It goes without 

saying that any sunroom contractor you 

hire should be properly licensed and 

insured. These are the bare necessities 

if you want to have a viable business 

that instills trust. If you encounter a 

contractor who doesn’t have these 

credentials, walk away. No matter how 

tempting the price is, hiring them is 

likely to be an expensive mistake.
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TOP 4 CONSIDERATIONS WHEN                                                                    
CHOOSING A SUNROOM CONTRACTOR

Evaluate Value - Price is clearly a consideration. With any home improvement project, 

most people do have a budget. However, savvy consumers know that it’s value that 

really matters. When comparing prices for your sunroom addition, be sure to think 

about the quality of the materials and the craftsmanship as well. A reputable sunroom 

contractor who prizes customer satisfaction will use quality materials and techniques 

that might cost a bit more upfront but will result in a more durable, longer-lasting 

product. In fact, an extremely low price should be a red flag. Consumers who hire 

contractors promising prices that are too good to be true often find themselves dealing 

with shoddy construction, poor-quality materials and other headaches.
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BONUS
CHECKLIST FOR BUILDING A SUNROOM

Whether you’re enhancing your backyard with a pool screen enclosure or patio 
enclosure, you want to create an outdoor living space that’s sure to delight your entire 
household.  After you choose the screen contractor of your choice, but before any 
construction can begin, there are a few tasks that you’ll need to complete. To assist you, 
we’ve put together a checklist for building a screen enclosure.

1. Review your contract.
Please take a few moments to read through the written contract for your project. Verify 
that all the information listed is correct, including the frame color, screen type, number 
of doors and windows, and any other specific details. If something seems to be missing 
or incorrect, please let us know.

2. Provide a survey.
Zoning ordinances and neighborhood codes generally list required setbacks from 
property lines, so when you’re building a screen room, pool cage, screened in porch or 
any other structure, you’ll need to provide a survey of the property. Typically, a copy of 
the property survey is included in the packet of documents that you received when you 
completed the closing proceedings to finalize the purchase of your home. Example of a 
Property Survey.

3. Get approval from your homeowners’ association.
If your neighborhood has a homeowners’ association, an organization charged with 
enforcing the rules and covenants of a residential development, then you’ll need to 
determine whether or not you need the HOA’s approval for your project. If it’s 
necessary, receive the HOA approval before building a screen enclosure. Failure to do 
so could get you in serious trouble with your HOA. Download Sample HOA Form.

4. Arrange for a building permit.
A building permit is a must when adding or changing a structure to your property. We’ll 
provide you with the proper building application for your situation. In most cases, this 
form will require an original signature from the property’s owner. Depending on the 
speed with which the organization responsible for approvals processes requests, 
obtaining a building permit may take a few days or a few weeks.

http://www.newsmyrnabeachscreenenclosures.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/home-survey.jpg
http://www.newsmyrnabeachscreenenclosures.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/HOA-approval.jpg
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BONUS
CHECKLIST FOR BUILDING A SUNROOM - 2

5. File the Notice of Commencement.
In Florida, a Notice of Commencement is required for any improvement valued at more 
than $2,500. We’ll provide you with the document. Once the necessary signatures are 
in place, including the homeowner’s, we’ll see that the document is notarized and 
recorded with the county clerk’s office. A certified copy must also be delivered to the 
appropriate division of building safety before the first inspection is 
performed. Download Notice of Commencement Form

6. Schedule a final review of measurements.
Once all the necessary documentation and approvals have been gathered and are on 
file with our office, a member of our team will visit your property to confirm the 
measurements for your project so that we can begin fabricating your custom screen 
enclosure.

When everything is ready, our licensed and insured installers will get to work. Keep in 
mind that Florida gets a lot of rain or other inclement weather which can create a safety 
hazard and may delay the installation process. After the installation is complete, we’ll 
notify the appropriate agency so that the final inspection can be performed. We will 
place the permit paperwork in a place that is visible so that the inspector can sign off .

Dulando Screen & Awning is a family-owned and -operated company serving our 
neighbors since 1968. We are firmly committed to combining quality materials with 
expert craftsmanship to help Floridians create the outdoor spaces that they’ve been 
dreaming of. Our professional team is highly trained in design in best-practices 
construction techniques, and we thrive on using our skills for our customers’ benefit. 
Are you ready to learn more about building a sunroom? To request a free estimate for 
your project, contact Dulando Screen & Awning at 407-862-6060 today.

http://www.newsmyrnabeachscreenenclosures.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/Notice-of-Commencement.jpg
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